Spontaneous lymphoblastoid transformation of cells obtained from human tonsils.
Spontaneous lymphoblastoid transformation of cells obtained from 25 human tonsils were investigated. Three Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) genome-positive lymphoblastoid cell lines were spontaneously established in tissue cultures in vitro from human tonsils. In addition, the frequency of spontaneous lymphoblastoid transformation was increased by the treatment of tumor promoter, 12-0-tetradecanoylphorbol-13-acetate and 18 lymphoblastoid cell lines were established. The data suggest that the human tonsil is a reservoir for EBV.